I . Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows with the following 
version of the claims in accordance with revised 37 CFR § 1.121. 
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1. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a data 

sharing application in a peer-to-peer network, wherein the 
application executes on a source node, the method comprising: 

establishing a connection between the source node and a 
target node in the peer-to-peer network; 

receiving node characterizing data from the target node^ 
wherein the node characterizing data co ntains information 
classification data for content data that is available from the 
target node, wherein the information classification data 
indicates multiple categories into which content data that is 
available from the target node has been cla ssified; and 

displaying the node characterizing data within the 
application at the source node. 



15 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

automatically requesting the node characterizing data from 
the target node in response to establishing a connection with the 
target node . 



20 



3 . 



(Canceled) . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein 

content data that is available from the target n ode includes 
content data that is stored at the target node and content data 
that is stored at nodes from which the target node is able to 
retrieve data. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein the 
information classification data for content data that is 
available from the target node includes information 
classification data that has been received at the target node 
from other nodes. 

4-^feereirfi---fch:e^ 

-te^e^ra^y— dat a aaa e^ia^ d - wi ^h-a n od e— eofmee^ed-~-tr^^ 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein the 
information classification data for content data that is 
available from the target node includes information 
classification data that has been received at the target node 
from other nodes within a number of links from the target node. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein the 
node characterizing data includes an indication of a measure of a 
depth of links from which the target node has received 
information classification data. 

8 . (Canceled) . 

9 . (Canceled) . 

10 . (Canceled) . 

11 . (Canceled) . 
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12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for operating a data 
sharing application in a peer-to-peer network, wherein the 
application executes on a source node, the apparatus comprising: 

establishing means for establishing a connection between the 
source node and a target node in the peer- to- peer network ; 

receiving means for receiving node characterizing data from 
the target node , wherein the node characterizing data contains 
information classification data for content data that is 
available from the target node, wherein the information 
classification data indicates multiple categories into which 
content data that is available from the target node has been 
classified ; and 

displaying means for displaying the node characterizing data 
within the application at the source node. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising: 
requesting means for automatically requesting the node 

characterizing data from the target node in response to 
establishing a connection with the target node. 

14 . (Canceled) . 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 
content data that is available from the target node includes 
content data that is stored at the target node and content data 
that is stored at nodes from which the target node is able to 
retrieve data. 

-ir^^w-he-^ed- n - 1 h e- nod e-- eh a rae t e 3f i-^irH-g— da t - a ~- eaaafea^rR-sh-a H i-n4e - r - fflat4 - ea 

c - l a ss ' i - f -i-e a ti on fo r da ta '- avai la b le t o 'be sh a-afi e d by th e t arge t 
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16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1J5, wherein 
the information classification data for content data that is 
available from the target node includes inf ormation 
classification data that has been recei ved at the target node 
from other nodes. 

-eode 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein 
the information classification data for content data that is. 
available from the target node includes information 
classification data that has been recei ved at the target node 
from other nodes within a number of links from the t arget node. 

18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein 
the node characterizing data includes an indi cation of a measure 
of a depth of links from which the target node h as received 
information classification data. 

^^^^ 

19 . (Canceled) . 

20 . (Canceled) . 

21 . (Canceled) . 
22 . (Canceled) . 
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23. (Currently Amended) A computer program product on a 

computer readable medium for use in a data processing system for 
operating a data sharing application in a peer-to-peer network, 
wherein the application executes on a source node, the computer 
program product comprising: 

instructions for establishing a connection between the 
source node and a target node in the peer-to-peer network; 

instructions for receiving node characterizing data from the 
target node , wherein the node characterizing data contains 
information classification data for content d ata that is 
available from the target node, wherein the information 
classification data indicates multiple categories into which 
content data that is available from the target node has been 
classified ; and 

instructions for displaying the node characterizing data 
within the application at the source node. 
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24. (Original) The computer program product of claim 23 

further comprising: 

instructions for automatically requesting the node 
characterizing data from the target node in response to 
establishing a connection with the target node. 



25 
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25 . (Canceled) . 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 23 wherein content data that is available from t he target 
node includes content data that is stored at the tar get node and 
content data that is stored at nodes from which the targe t node 
is able to retrieve data. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 26 wherein the information classific ation data for content 
data that is available from the target node includes info rma tion 
classification data that has been rece i ved at the target node 
from other nodes. 

-23^*eiife^ ch aracteri sin g-^^ 

^epea-o g - y data associ a te d with a- ^o d e e - e meefe*^^ 

«ede~r 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 26 wherein the information class ification data for content 
data that is available from the target nod e includes information 
classification data that has been received at the target no de 
from other nodes within a number of links from the target node. 

.fcepej.og y ... d ata a ssociate d -fr^^ the target' n ode - 

29. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 26 wherein the node characterizing data includes an 
indication of a measure of a depth of links from which the tar get 
node has received information classification data. 

30 . (Canceled) . 

31 . (Canceled) . 

32 . (Canceled) . 

33 . (Canceled) . 
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